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Chet Atkins, AKA “Mister Guitar”, did more in his lifetime to develop fingerstyle guitar than anybody I 
know of. Fingerstyle was not developed by Chet, but he took the style of the early Black Blues guitar 
players and studied under Merle Travis to develop his own unique and incredible style. This lesson 
only touches on Chets’ style and we will certainly have a lot more ground to cover in the lessons 
that follow.

Chet did most of his fingerstyle playing on Gretsch Electric Guitars, although later in his carrier he 
made a move to Gibson Electrics. He also did quite a bit with classical guitars and just a little bit 
with steel string acoustics.

If you get a chance listen to some of his music on YouTube or better yet get a few CD’s and see what 
a guitar can sound like in the hands of a true master. Chet uses very little over-dubbing on his songs 
so what you hear is what he is actually playing - it sounds like two guitars and sometimes three.

This is a very simplified form of Chet Atkins style of playing. You should 
master this with all the different chord forms before tackling more progres-
sive playing. Play along with the Guitar Pro file very slowly and nail it.

Note that we are only playing 3-note chords here. 
This is usually the way Chet did it. But he did mix 
in 2 and 4 note chords as well

It is very important to be consistent with your right hand 
fingering patterns as indicated here. Do not change this.

Hold the chord forms all the way through each chord change. The only 
thing that should move on your left hand is the alternating bass to pick the  
5th and the 6th strings.
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Even though the last 2 beats of each measure are 
shown with the same pattern, we will mix it up a 
bit in future lessons to give much more color and 
variety to the rhythm

Key change to A 
Major from the C 
Major

You can play this note an open 2nd 
string for a variation on this chord

Key change to E 
Major from the A 
Major

There are many variations to the LH fingering of the A Major chord. Some gui-
tarists play as shown with 123 fingers other use 132, and still others (myself 
included) just use a bar of the index finger to catch all three strings.

The E7 has a lot of variation too. You can play it as the chord symbol 
shows , or add the 4th finger on the D note, 2nd string (do this on 
this passage)



Ultimate Guitar Tabs Page - 64 -www.ultimate-guitar-online.com

25

#

T

B

#
"
$

M

I

T

E

--132-

BBB

$

T

B

#

M

B

$

T

B

"

I

B

#

T

B

#
"
$

M

I

T

E

--132-

BBB

$

T

B

#

M

B

$

T

B

"

I

B

$

T

B

#
$
"

M

I

T

B7

4-312-

BBB

$

T

B

#

M

B

"

T

B

$

I

B

$

T

B

#
$
"

M

I

T

B7

4-312-

BBB

$

T

B

#

M

B

"

T

B

$

I

B

#

T

B

#
"
$

M

I

T

E

--132-

BBB

$

T

B

#

M

B

$

T

B

"

I

B

Page 3/3

30

#

T

B

#
"
$

M

I

T

E

--132-

AAA


